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V. An Ahftra6i tpith fome KefleBions on a new 
Account of Eaft-India and Perfia^ in Eight 
Letters^ being Nine Tears Ira'vels^ begun 
i6y2. and finifhed 16815 &c. By John 
Fryer, M D. Cantabrig- and Fellow of the 
Royal Society. Printed for K. Chiiwel at the 
Rofe and Grown in St. PauIV Church-Yard. 
1698. 

OW much the Geography of the prefent Age fur- 
pades rhat of the Aocients, is fuffidenrly known 
to all fuch as have been at the trouble to examine and 
compare them ; and that not only for the Number and 
Quantity of the Habitable and Inhabited Countries of the 
World ; but for the more exad Limitations and Boun- 
daries cf them ; and for the more particular Account of 
the Nature and ProcJuds of the Countries themfdves; 
that is, of the Nature of the Soyl, and of the Animals^ 
Vegetables and Minerals it produceth and yields, and of 
ihe Men that inhabit each, their Shape, their Genius, 
Manners, Cudoms, La)^'s, Governments, Arts, Inven- 
lions. Trades and Manufadures, and whatever eife is of 
Significancy to be known concerning them. For this in 
a great meafure we are beholding to fuch Ingenious Spi- 
rits as this our Author , who have had the Curi- 
ofity not only to travel, view, and inform themfelves 
in the Places where they are, but alio the Indullry to re- 
cord them in writing, whilft yet freih in their Memory* 
and the good Nature to communicate them in Print for 
theUfe of the Publick. Of this Kind we have had of 
late Years many ^mimm InOances of our own 
Countrymen- concerning the In-land parts^ as Cap- 
tain 
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tam^Smith, Mr. Herhert, Mr. Sands^ Sir tho. Rowt 
Mr Gage M^ £^g^>?, McWiliouhhy^ Mr. /f^/, Sir George 
Wheeler^ Captain A'^^^x, Mr Dampire, and du^ers others, 
and now laitly thi^of the prciciu Auihor, who notwith- 
ftanding feveral Writers had been before hio), yet few 
having been in thole Pans where he had been, at Jeaft 
had not flayed there (b long as he did, has offered 
divers Novekies either pafled over, or not ib particularly 
obferved by them as he has done. His Method of De- 
livery is not bounded by the narrow Limits of an Hiflo- 
rian, nor loolely Extravagant like Poetick Ficftion, buc 
fuited to Time and Place, fo as to manifeft his Diligence 
in obferving and colleding, and his Sincerity in compi- 
ling what may affift the next x^dventurers, and fatisfy 
the prefent Enquirers. He has divided the whole Dif. 
cour(einto Eight Letters, written to a Friend, and dated 
from feveral Parts wliere he then was. The Fir ft gives 
an Account of his Voyage from England till he arrived 
at Bomhatm^ which w^as a jail Year or Twelve Months ; 
taking notice of what occur'd remarkable at Sea, or on 
the Shoars and Places w here he Landed, as at St. Jago 
(which he more particularly delcribes) as alfo Johanna, 
Th^n Mechlapatan [where he takes occafion to defcribe 
the Kingdom and prefent Eftate ofGolconJa, and the. 
manner of living of the Eaji India Company's Fadlors 
at that Place, the Climate, Soyl, Temper of the Air 
and Scafcns, the Animals and Vegetables; the fohabi-" 
rants, (Moors and Gentues,) their feveral Cuuoms znd 
NatureSj their Trades, Employments and Arts, their 
Language, Writing, Religions, Laws, and Puniiliments^ 
(one of which, though Tragical, is fomewhat Comical^ 
by a Drink compounded oiBang and Deutro') their Ser- 
vants and Beafts for Service as well as Food ; and here 
he defcnbes more particularly the Elephants]. After this 
he defcribes Fort St, George and Maderas^ the Eilate of 
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tlie EMgiip^ there aod that of the other fnhabitaots;'" and 
by the wsy gives an Accooot of the Cbinam cr Beteie; 
then the City of Sc« thomm (md a fort o^ Oiritlians ihCre) 
fheo Tnlieime (aod here takes occafi-:>o to relate iome 
Conceits of our Englifi with the, Dutch^ theo at Wars 
wkn us) aod theo proceeds to a Deicupcioa of the Air 
aod Seafbns, the Moofoons^ and Rains, and Storms ufw- 
■al 10 thofe Parts; taking notice of ftraoge coloar^ 
Fillies m the Set, aod Tmtecory on ilie Land, and -alfo 
of riie prodigious Ridge of the Mountain Gates, extend- 
ing Norch and Sooth Mim Hundred Miles, and fevering 
the Q)aft of C§romanM from thai of Mdahr, and ter« 
Hiinated by the Promontory or Cape of Commm; af- 
ter the .paffiog of which he defcrte the Maiaiar aod 
Cmatkk Coaft as far as Bomhim : Here he relates a 
■firange Phenomenon of a Shole of Pilchards pafHiig by, 
that p?e a Light bright enough to read a fmall Print by 
it He takes- notice of Carmpdj (wheece we formerly 
had Pepper) ; ■ then of Cmhin^ then Tmmre^ which he 
more priioilarly defcribes ; then Calicut ; thm Phal(h 
pat an,, where he took Boat- and rowed up the River to 
Cutty Co^ fthen religned to the Ew^iJh.w'iKm they 
have, a Fortj. Being return d they paffed Northward^ 
leafing the Maiaiar Coaft and entring the Camaikk ihey 
Anchored'and Landed at Om§r^ from thence rhey went 
toMiria, where ttey laded Pepper, Saliperer and Betele« 
Nuts. , Theo- palled Carmar, 6m^ -Rajap^re and lallly 
arrited at Bmlaim^ lying in 18^* 40'. whofe Eaj he 
Defer il^s aod thence Dates this Firft- loiter* 

In his Second -Letter he gives a more particular Ac- 
count of the Wand oiB&miaj.^ 'one of thellfeods of Sal^^ 
/it lying-'in-the middle between Gm and iS^m#. Tlqs 
Iflaad and a -great Quantity of. the low Lands, he ob^ 
fciwts has beca rais'd out of the &ij- for tbac tfie Rocks 
many Miles,- u^ the Country,- are l^iuck wiih Oyfer* 
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Shells and other Trophies of the Sea. Here he gives a 
Hiftory of it how it came into the Pofleflion of the£;fg. 
lijh^znd of the Eaft^India Company, and of what import 
it is to them with refptd: to their Trade, ^c. 

Then he furveys Canorine^ an Ifland lying near fi^m- 
laim, and there defcribes prodigious Works of Antiqui- 
ty cut out of the Rocks. From hence he vifits Bafcin^ 
a City of the Port^gals^ which he defer ibes with the 
Remirkables taken noiice of in his going and returning, 
among which, at Elephanto was an Idol Temple cut out 
oF a Rock as the for me r. 

Next he relates the Occurrences that he took notice of 
in his Journey with an Embafly fent to Sevagi^ whofe 
refiden e was oa a very high Hill, call'd, RaireCy inaccef^ 
fible btu only by one oanow way. By the by he relates 
the Ceremonies of crowning the Ray a. 

From hence he pafles to Swally, the Port of Surat^ 
which h; defcribes, and the Company's Factory in that: 
Place J and takes nocice of the Valour and Succefs of a 
Preficc nt there in repulfmg ihQ Power of Sevagi, and 
dates his Letter from Surai^ fan. 15". i6y^ 

In his Third U ter lie gives a more particular and more 
full Account otSurat, and its Inhabitants, and firil takes 
Nc>tice of Muffeiiiien-^Beggan^^ ready to do Mifchief, 
and of Scuman, or Soldiers being drunk with &og mix- 
ed v^ 4a Miik. Then ht deicribes the other iohabitaors, 
their Houses, Cuftoms, H•^Athea and Mahometan Ritev, 
their Way of Entertaining, Dki^ Cioathiog,Religious Ce* 
remooies, Marriages, Bunals, ^c. then the Vagabond 
Fakiers^ or Holy Men, tiie Peft of 'die Place, raeo the 
IVSagiitrateSj 'MiotSi Markets, Fordiicatioos, Soldiers^ 
Mofchs, Caravaofeas, bad€s,&c. W4cho::tdie Town, 
liedeicribes the Tombs of the Engtip^ Dutch and Arme^ 
mans.French.MaildmcQyPiA^ims^'^^'hQns: sod hcc he 
mentions iheufiFiiiier^jOrHeaihen Piisils^aod im]S 'ti -m^p 
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and ridiculous Rites and Cuftoms, Then he defcribcs 
their Tanks, Grottoes, Gardens, the Flowers aod Plants; 
as the Cotton-Tree, Bang, Alluh, (or a Specifick Bark 
for all Fluxes,) the Senfibie Plant, Mi!k Bjfbes, 5ugar- 
Caoes, TobaccOj &c. And kftly, he dcicnbes the Ri« 
ver, and its commodioufnefs for Shipping though ihey 
have few Ships of their own; and thofc managed by un- 
skilful Navigators ,• nor will the Dutch permit ihem to be 
taught, leaft they fliould prove Enemies : And then by 
the way he relates the Story of the late Revolution at 
Bantam; after which he proceeds to deCcribe their Solem- 
nities, on Religious Accounts, their Sports and Recreati- 
ons, the Education of their Children, their Trade, and 
particularly their Jewellers. Then he dcfcribes their Di- 
feales and ways of curing : by the way, he mentions 
fome Rarities in the Engltjh Factory, amongft other (bme 
Pidgeons, Champore Cocks, White caftiog a little Yellow 
Amadavad- Birds ; nor does he omit to defcnbe the Ver- 
min they are troubled with, as, Rats as big as our Pigs, 
burrowing under Houfes ; Mongoofe, a fort of Ferret; 
Musk Rats J Gaianaes; alfo Centipedes, Scorpions, vaft 
Spiders, poyfonous Snakes, Crocodiles: thenhedefcribes 
the ?arfey$ what they are, their woriliiping the Sunj 
their expofing their Dead to be devoured by Birds, their 
Manner of Living, Their Breeding milk white Oxeo and 
Buffalas;and by the way hedefcnbes a fort ofB.rd calfd 
a Columbine, making a Noife like a Bittern: and con- 
cludes this Sedion with an Account of the Ccnvenien- 
cies the Place affords for the Building Ships, as vaft 
Qiiantities of Timber, Damar, Cair-yarn, befides good 
Flax and Hemp, and Iron from the Mountains ot the 
South, lb that for Trade, no Place in India can equal 
Surat. In his next Seftion he relates his Paflige from 
Surat to Bomhaim^ and thence to Jenea ; by the wzy he 
defcribes a vaft Turtle or Tortoife, and divers other re- 
markable 
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markable Oecurrances in paffing the Mountains, and ft- 
veral Towns and Viliages. At Jenea he is introduced lo 
the Nabob's Prelence, where he underflands what he was 
lent for, which was to vifit fome PatienrSi mz. one of his 
Wives in the/i/^r^iwtheCircumftances of which he relates 
together wicb aDefcription oiih^Women.^xid their Manner 
of Living in that Reclofe ; the other Patient was Brother 
of the Nobob | he flayed here and vifited federal Places, 
as an Emperor's Pallace gone to decay, thenan ancieot 
City called, Dmgimjfe, cut out of a Mountainous Reck, 
with a Temple and other fpacious Halls, not inferior for 
Antiquity, WorkmanHiip, Water, and other Con^eni- 
encies to thofe oiCamrine^ now Jefi: a defolate Habitaii* 
on for Bats and Wafps. From hence he defcribes his A> 
cent to the Top of a Hill acctffible but by Smtn Gates, 
where the Nabob's Brother was Governour ; where how 
he was treated, and what elfe he took notice of he re* 
lates, as great Granaries hewed cut of Stone, at firft fup- 
pofcd for fome Religious Ufe, faccaufe of their 'delicate 
ingraving ; there are leveral Tanks fili'd wiih Butter of 
Four Hundred Years flanding, prized by the Gentiles as 
high as Gold for its Venue to cure old Aches and (ore 
Eyes, a prefent of fome of which taken cue of one of 
them opened on purpofe, was made him, being a black 
ftinking vifcous Balfom ; there were alfo Tank? for Wa- 
ter, alio Two unfliapen Sakers, each %2 Foot long out 
of which not long before, a Bullet Shot had kilFd a Ra* 
jah at Two Courle off, which made a Bonfire of Two of 
his Ladies, and Twenty Domefticks to attend him in ano* 
ther World, as his Phyfician, Barber, Wallierman, Horfe* 
keeper,@c«a ufiial Heathen Cuilom.Defcendingin his re- 
turn he obferved many Dens and Caverns cut out of the 
Rocksj which he believes to be tbe Works of fome Zea» 
lots in former Ages : In another Place he takes notice o! 
tibrt of ftiining Flies, which made a Tree kM>k as if all 

in 
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in a FlamCjand which preiently would receive its native 
Verdurcjat which his Coolyes were afrightnedin a Third 
he takes notice of Frogs of a prodigious Magnitudej as 
alfo of a Tree called the Nury-tree, which always BIoC^ 
foms in the Night, and (kcds them fooo after Son Rifing. 
He defcribes alio the Moor Priefts, their Mosks and Ser- 
vice in them : and laft of all his Arrival at B^mhaim, 
whence he dates his Letter, Seft. x%rt6yS' 

Tis very remarkable in theie Letters, that ibe Au- 
thor has given us fo many Inflances of thofe Prodigious 
Works oi Antiquity, of cutting fuch vaft Temples or 
Rooms out of the natural Rock, which lecms to have 
much out-lafted the Hiflory of the Authors of them, 
and poflibly all other Heathen Hiflory i the Grandure 
and Magnificence of them feemiog to f|^ak them to 
have been of the firft, and now unknown Ages of the 
World, fuch as were alfo the Pyramids of Mgypt^ and 
the Labyrinths, concerning whicli we have no true Re- 
cords, but only fbme conjaftural Fidions, or groundlefs 
Traditions. But indeed t>f the two, theft Subtcrraeeous 
Cavities feem ro be of the greatefl Antiquiry and Poflibly 
to have g'i-'en -^-^ccafion to conftruA the Superterranean 
Fabricks,' for ' ■ iS probable thai: the Hf:at of the Climate 
where., they ^-ere'firil begun, aod th's natural Cavities 
in the Mo^ nains and Rtjcks m ghi admmifter the firft 
Occafion ot the artificial luaking of rh^ m, and that was 
in Probability firft done by tjvc Mthhpians^ who were 
the Inftru^ors and Tutors to the Mgyftiam^ from whom 
they received their HIerogiyphicks, as isteftifiedby Di* 
edorm Skulm. Now the Mthkpiam inhabiting a Cli- 
mate fo very hot, couJd not well tolerate the Mid-day- 
Heats,, without flbelccring themftlves under the Shade of 
fbme Trees or Rocks, till the Violence tat reof was ^ba- 
ted J and ditt Coyniiy, lerpeclaliy the Higher Mihhpia^ 
affording many niturai Caverns in the Mountains, m hich 
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mufl: neceffarily be mod refrelhing in the Hotttfl Sealbnsi 
by reafon of the Exclufion of the Sun- Beams, and by rea- 
fon of the Body of Stone or Earth over their Heads ; as 
may be manifeitly experimented here in Churches Vaulr- 
^cdwithStone^^^^ 

TlieleXaveFnsTH"" p^ inilted The NaEvesIherelo 

fhelter themfelves, and that might put (bme of the bet- 
ter fort, or the Princes, to make ufe of Art, to fit and 
make them more convenient for Ufe, and by degrees for 
Ornament, and by further Degrees for Religious or Su- 
perftitious Ufes ; for fuch we are informed were the Pla- 
ces where the Sybiihne Oracles were delivered, and by 
degrees for Sepulture, fuch as the Guanches in Teneriff 
have appropriated to their Anceftors, and fiich as tiic 
/Egyptians made ufe of for Repofitories of their Mum- 
meys ,• and fuch alfo feem to have been the Wells and 
Grottoes for the Mummeys, the Labyrinths and the Sub- 
terranean Temples o[ JEgypf.Now m the natural Subter- 
raneous Caves feem to have been the Occafion of all 
the(e artificial ones, and their Embelifhments under the 
Ground, fo the great Rocks, Mafles of Stone and 
Mountains, feem to have given the Occafion of ftiaping 
and cutting of them into leveral Forms, for feveral De- 
fignsi filch I conceive were the Rocks flhaped into a 
Sphynxes Head in Mgypt^ and the Two Rows of Rooms 
on Two Sides of a Square for ihe great Pyramid ; and 
the cafmg of fuch a ftiaped Rock with Afhker or Blocks 
of other Stone, made the great Pyramid it ML Now 
in Probability this Pradrice was from Mgfpt fpread far 
and near into the Eaft, together with Idolatry^ Su pet- 
flit ion, and other Heatheniflb Rites and Cuftom.s, and 
there are, it fecms, many Relidrs of them remiioing to 
this Day in thefe Places, But befides thefe Remainders 
of Antiquity in theft Weicern I'arts, of J^a and JEgypt^ 
we find they were not wanting in the Eaftcrmnoft Parts 
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of Afia likewife, who have as good Reafbn to pretend to 
Antiquity, and poffibly much better than Mgypt^ Mthi^ 
0pia^ ChaiJea^ &c^ for that we are ioform'd by me De- 

Icriptions of the vaft Sir^pire of CMm^ that they fiave 
msoy Moancams formed by Art into various Sfia^s^ 
that 'they -have and do ftili make ufe.of ioaccelTible Fvioun- 
taiflsfor thairSafe- guard agaioft locurfioos and Invadiogs. 
of their Enemies, and for living quiet and leeure from 
their Foreign Diflurbers j ' for which l](h ibmc of thefe 
mericiooed by the Docflor, do manifeftly kem to have 
been occalioned. . Befides^ we find thai tht Heathen 
Priefts did much -af eel to make ufe of the Tops of Hihs 
and MouotsioSj zud the Caverns and Ctves of Rocks 
and Hihs, for die places of ■ their Idolatrous Worlhip, 
and for deiiveriog of rheir Oracles ; for which, 'tis not 
unlikely but that fbme of thefe were at firfl defign d, 
though they have been fince deferced or converted to 
other Ufes, 

But to leave thefe Enquiries to the Scrutiny and Judg^ 
ment of more knowing Antiquaries, I lliali proceed to 
give fome farther z4ccount of the Contents of his other 
Letters. In his Fourth Letter, there he gives an Account 
of the Camtkk Country ; and firft he del cribcs Carwar^ 
and the Fleet of Sevagi there : next Goa^ and all that is 
remarkable in and about that City ; then an Eicurfion to 
Gocmm, where he relates the ftrange Rites of a Heathen 
Solemnity, and adds a Difcourfe of the bordering Princes 
and Governmcnts,as alfo of the wild Beafts of the Woods, 
as Tigers, Apes, &c. and of the Trees and Fruits, as 
the Bamims^ Caffia Fifiuk ^ Tamarind^Trei , Iniian 
Oakj IJux Fcmka^ Mmfgoes, Cherujes, Anams^ &c. 
then adds a fummary Deicription of the whole Country, 
and irs,.,ProduS:s in general, as of its Mountains, Plains, 
Woods, Rivers, the Muierals, Vegetables, Animals, the 
People and their CooftitytionSj and Coftcms, Houfing, 
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Cloathing, Diet, their Occupaiions, and laflly, a very 
particular Account of their Weights, MeaCures, mi 
Coyris, in which he has amafEd together fo many Re* 
madiablesi that 'tis very dilBculi to give an Abftraft or 
Epitomy of them. 

in his Fifth Letter he gives an Account of his leaving 
this C'>mKry, and his failing to Perfa^ and landing at 
Gimkm^^ relating all the Particulars he remark t in his 
Voyage J and after a I^fcription of this Place, he relates 
the Particakr^ he observed in his Travels by Land to 
Siras, and th=j;n to Ferfepolh or Chalmimr, both which 
he defcribes^ a d a mukitude of curious Obfervations 
which he took notice of by the way : from ihence he re- 
lates his Pr.>g tfs into Parthia^ and fo to Spahan^ where 
he defcribes aJ: that is remarkable in and about that City,, 
as at Jilfa a part of its Suburbs, where live Six Thouiand 
Families of Armeniam^ fome French Artizans, and the 
ancient Gahr$^ Gauram^ or true old Perjians^ (whofe pre- 
ftnt Condition he relates) as al(b that of the Jrmemms 
and Ge&rgiam. and all their Religious Rttes and Ceremo- 
nies I in the Place it fdf iie firft defcribes the Emperor's 
Palace and the Rarities thereof, together w^ith the Diver* 
tifennents ,• and adds a Catalogue of Plants he found there 
to flourilh, with the Times and Nature of the Seafons: 
Tiien he relates his Journey to Gomhoom^ in the Winter, 
and his Return to Spahan in tiie S,:ring| and then his 
Vojage ro C^ngo for Pearly all whofe Sores he defcribes 
with their Values, ^c. 

Arcer this he giv^es a more full and particular *4ccounc 
of the prefent State of all Peffa^ both Geographical,, 
and Political, comprifmg the Natural and Civil Kiftory 
thereof, and that more fully than I have 'met with in-: 
any other Author* 

His 
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His Sixth and Seventh Letters give an Account Qifomc 
Broils and Revolutions that happened in and about Surat^ 
during his flay there, and a further Account of the 
Great Mogul and his Adions and Power. 

His Eighth Letter is a Journal of his Voyage in his 
Return to England^ wherein he relates the Hiftory of St. 
Helena^ and delcribes the Ifland of Afcenfton more par- 
ticularly than I have elfewhere found it j and laft of all, 
his Landing in Kent^ Augufl the xoth. i68i, from 
whence he dates his laft Letter. 
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